36
THOUGHTLESSNESS
"You are aware that pan passu with the growth of
popular outbreaks the lawlessness of the military Is also
becoming more and more brutal. You have condemned the
hooliganism of the masses but you say nothing about the-
brutality of the military."
This is a specimen of thoughtlessness. People have no
right to commit excesses whereas the military is the very
embodiment of madness. Condemnation of military madness
would be meaningless when the very institution of tKe army is.
condemned. But criticism of their conduct becomes necessary
as a warning to the Government. There is a time and occasion
for everything-. It would be out of place when condemning
popular excesses.
What is the diity of a Satyagrahi General ? Should he re-
form his own army or that of the opponent ? If he reforms his
own the power of the opposing force is sterilized. If the process-
continues over a sufficiently long period the opponent is ipso
facto completely transformed. The critic's remarks can only
be meant 'for me. Others have already condemned military ex-
cesses- In my opinion we have not as yet got sufficient material
to judge them. I expect that this is being prepared. The duty
of the people, however, is to turn the searchlight inwards. Too
much brooding over the wrongs of others is apt to lead one
imperceptibly to act likewise. It would then be a case of -the;
pot calling..the kettle black.
Bombay, 15-3-'46                             (From Harijanbandhu)
Harijan, 24-3-1946